Netzwerk neu A1/1. +2. Teil
Lektion 1
Wortstellung     Word Order
„Word Order in German is much more liberal than in English. But there are one or two rules that are uniquely German.
The most important of these ist he position oft he verb or verbs in a sentence. The word order varies depending on whether you´re forming a statement, a question with an interrogative pronoun, a question without interrogative pronoun, an imperative or a subordinate clause.
· Statement    Aussagesatz
Er liest das Protokoll.   He´s reading the minutes.
· Question with interrogative Pronoun
Fragesatz mit Fragewort
    Was liest er?   What is he reading?
· Question without interrogative Pronoun
Fragesatz ohne Fragewort
Liest er wirklich das Protokoll?   Is he really reading the minutes?
· Imperative    Imperativ
Kommen Sie bitte sofort!      Please come at once!
· Subordinate Clause    Nebensatz
Ich weiß, dass er das Protokoll liest.  I know that he is reading the minutes.

In statements, the main inflected verb always comes in the second place. The subject is placed as close as possible to the verb, either immediatly before or after it. If there are several verbs in the sentence or uninflected parts of verbs like infinitives or participles, these always go to the end, thus forming a kind of verbal bracket around the rest oft he sentence.“
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